H.E. US Ambassador Madam Maureen Cormack's visit to University

April 10, 2015

Respected Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome Her Excellency Maureen Cormack, Ambassador of the United States of America to Bosnia and Herzegovina. In this ceremonial hall, these words of welcome are extended on behalf of the whole academic community of the University of Sarajevo, the leading university in the country.

When entering the Main Hall at the Institute of Advanced Studies in Princeton, your eyes immediately notice a bust of its intellectual founder Abraham Flexner. In his study Universities: American, English, German, he wrote, in the spirit of the time, that universities mirror the soul of a nation. His another insight, which I rephrase here, reads: university is there not to provide to the society what society expects but what the society needs.
"Glory to our Lord, the one and only, who gave life to this humble Earth and every grain of dust on it, to build schools, for sciences most beneficial and glorious" - these are the opening words of the 1537 document that placed Sarajevo on the map of academic centres in this part of Europe. The then governor of Bosnia, himself a Bosnian on father's line and a sultan's grandson on mother's side, endowed his wealth for an institution of higher learning - where words, both written and spoken, were to be the tools for removing all shadows from the truths of our world, where branches and roots of science were to come together, where learning, both rational and traditional, was to be mastered.

„We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.“ –these words of the Declaration which changed the course of the world history are as appealing now as they were appealing at the moment when they were written and signed; they are appealing in every corner of this world and, in particular, appealing to the future leaders whom Her Excellency is going to address here today.
Bosnia and Herzegovina is an old European land, a geopolitical entity with its historic identity since Middle Age till present. Three days ago, on April 07, we marked 23rd anniversary of the moment when United States recognized (on the very same day) the independence of Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republic of Croatia and Republic of Slovenia. People of Bosnia and Herzegovina and people of two EU member states - Croatia and Slovenia inherited experience of common living under the same political and social systems for 113 years, since 1878 till 1991.
Bosnia and Herzegovina, a crown land of Austro-Hungarian Monarchy a century ago, remains nowadays a paradigmatic case in universability of values and a testing ground in that respect.  

Generally, whatever they study, the students of University of Sarajevo are being educated to understand themselves as Europeans in the sense constituted by the brightest side of Europe's tradition: they are called to become Europeans of that Europe which is open to respect their human dignity and their multiple identities.

As future leaders, they are, of course, facing the challenge of finding our proper answers to the questions of global impact of knowledge-based economy. I am very glad to see here with us today the cantonal minister of finance: as OECD points out, the role of governments in the development and maintenance of the knowledge base becomes an emerging issue.
European and American traditions offer two different approaches. In European understanding, higher education is a public good and a public responsibility. American way of life cultivated the attitude that investment into education is regarded as an important investment into a better future of yours or your children. Indeed, a kind of contract between generations is present: parents invest into the future of their children with the understanding that the latter will take their responsibility to do the same for the next generation. The fact that the debt for education overtook the total debt on credit cards reflects the extent to which this investment is seriously taken in the most powerful country in the world.
While searching for possible solutions applicable to our own situation, rectors of all public universities in Bosnia and Herzegovina are very grateful to the American Embassy for the opportunity given last May to visit public and private universities and colleges in Washington, DC, Philadelphia and Chicago and experience various ways how the problems of a good quality higher education are being addressed. We are, of course, very grateful for all existing forms of support and looking forward to signing the Memorandum of Understanding between US Embassy and Rectors Conference of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Why the quality of education metters for the future of the country will be clear from the lecture of our esteemed guest as well. Your Excellency, the floor is yours.
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